CAT PC Management Utility

Users Guide

Latest CAT 4.0 is released on January 27, 2011
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Major changes:

1) Use new Icon set

2) Add RSS Feed management

3) Add NP-40 image zone features
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Introduction to CAT

CAT is a powerful, Windows PC based, content management program that allows you to create playlists and remotely
control up to 100 NP-xx(NP-25/30/40) devices in a variety of ways.

1. CF CARD MODE allows you to update your content by manually exchanging the CF card with NP-xx devices.

2. CAT MODE allows you to update the content of all your NP-xx device(s) remotely via your LAN.

3. HTTP URL MODE allows you to create your playlists and upload them along with the associated media to a remote
HTTP or FTP site. The NP-xx device(s) are programmed to automatically download the new playlist and images. In
this mode, no direct connection is needed between the remote device and the PC running CAT.

4. HTTP IPOSTER MODE is similar to HTTP URL mode. The iPoster image file (.jpg) is uploaded to a fixed URL path.
NP-30 will download this image file and display it. This mode setting instructs the device to check the defined URL for
a new image within programmable 5-99 seconds. If the file has a newer time stamp, the device will download the new

image in the background and replace the current image. Note: the same filename must be used for each new image, and

only available for NP-30 device.

Playlist created in CAT define:
The order your images will be shown.
How long each image will be shown.
The time of day each image will be shown.
The day of the week your playlist(s) will be shown
The date range your playlist(s) will be shown
The transition effect used between each image
Where your images are stored
a. Local drive
b. Remote FTP server
c. HTTP web location
Additionally you can:
1. Create playlists for use weeks or months in advance
2. Upload images to your devices for future use
3. Set the time of day to update your images
4. Add text messages and RSS feeds in ticker format at the bottom of your screens.

Nogkrwpdnr

CAT Software Installation and Operation

A complete list of functions will be described in the following pages.

CAT INSTALLATION

Download and run CATSetup.exe to install the CAT software on your PC.
The default installation directory is C:\Program Files\CAT.

IMPORTANT Firewall Setting:

To allow your device(s) to connect to CAT make the following changes in your Firewall setting
1- Go to your Control Panel

2- Double click Windows Firewall

3- Select the “Exceptions ” Tab

4- Check CAT or Client Administration Tool

After installation, launch CAT.exe. See FIG 1 at the end of this document for a description of the CAT window
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Updating Firmware

In the instructions below, be certain you have downloaded firmware specific to your device model:
NP-25 = mbank.rom, NP-30 = nbank.rom, NP-40 = cbank.rom and NP-50 = to be determined

On the computer running CAT, download and save the firmware file and rename it as indicated above.

(confirm the file size is 2048)

Using CAT, create a playlist that include ONLY the appropriate ?bank.rom file.

See image below: using the pull down menu to the left of "EZ-Play" select either a GROUP or an individual player.
Select the group or player you are going to update and click the RED STOP icon at the top of the CAT screen.
Click the EZ-Play button and all the devices in the selected group will be updated or if you select only one player then
ONLY that player will be updated.

After the players have been updated, they will reboot and log into CAT again,

REMOVE ?bank30.rom from the playlist!

(A) If your devices are set to autoplay, they will begin playing their playlist after reboot.

(B) If your devices are not set to autoplay, select your playlist and play normally.
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Initial Device Setup for CAT

1. « Insert CF card into the CF card slot of the NP-xx device

» Connect a CAT5 cable to your NP-xx device and your LAN
* Power ON your TV and NP-xx device

e Onyour TV, select the appropriate video input source.

2l caT-Client Administration Tool(¥2.3.10.0302) = .

Connect your NP-xx device to the TV using either the supplied cables or a VGA cable (not supplied).

=12ix|
Server | Tooks View
. AddjEdit Account.... . e .
g b O - @ S 9B )
AGEOL ™ Change Password MSGOff RS Youme  Video  Options | Status Property CFData Playlist
T | Grou | status | 1P Address | MAC address | Description
@ 8 Playlist Scheduler [*] { Home Alve 192.168.0.76 00-01-9E-77-41-E3
€1 Clent Setup Utilty...
Language >
Run CAT, click Tools > Server Setup Utility
¥ LocalOirectory | Remote HITP Server | RemoteFPServer|  [Open[save [settings] [e2-Play]jaueoriay
I File Type: mpl \ Select Group/Device [ El Eﬂn
© [Floname [Ty [SzefByte) [ [seq. [ Duration... ]
g g: :i;*gm Tipe | seslote ’[ (Seq. | File Name [ FiePath [ Dur | From b | Tohhmm | Transtion | [ ] D
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#) Network Neighborhood ‘
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Server Setup Utility x|

Server
®| startup - Control Server

Server Port
Note: CAT is required to be closed for new port

PASV Port Start {5022 Range |10
Mar. Users I'IDD

Check password when player login [

i~ Other

Local P Address  [132168.0.13

Click the “Update” button. Your PC’s IP address will appear in “Local IP
Address” window. Record the IP Address; you will need to enter it on the
Server Setup page later. Consult your IT department for assistance if
necessary.

« After cabling and powering up your device. Your TV screen will show ‘INITIALIZING LAN’,
‘CONNECTING DHCP SERVER’ and then the ‘MAIN MENU’ will appear

* Using the UP, DOWN arrows on your remote, Highlight SETUP, then press the
ENTER/Return key on the remote

« Highlight OPERATION MODE and press the ENTER key
* Using the Right or Left arrow select CAT
« After making your selection, select RETURN

INITIALIZING LAN. ..

CONNECT ING DHCP SERVER

SETUP MENU

OPERATION MODE

NETWORK
TIME
PREFERENCES

FACTORY DEFAULT
SAVE AND REBOOT

RETURN

LEFT/RIGHT KEY TO S
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+ Select NETWORK => CAT SERVER. The screen below will appear.
Use the remote control to enter your PC’s IP address found previously.
EXAMPLE: If your PC ‘s IP is 192.168.0.15, using the number keys on your remote control,
enter the 3 digits 1 then 9 then 2 for 192.
Use the right cursor key on the remote to move to the next field and enter 1 then 6 then 8.
Move to the next field and enter 0 and finally move to the last field and enter 1 then 5.

« After entering the correct IP address for your PC, select RETURN

SERVER SETUP

SERVER PORT

RETURN

LEFT/RIGHT KEY TO SELECT

« Select NETWORK => PLAYER. The screen below will appear.

* PLAYER IP: Used to select DHCP or a STATIC IP address. Highlight the PLAYER IP field
and press the RIGHT or LEFT key to switch from DHCP to STATIC which will allow you to
set the IP, MASK, DNS and GATEWAY. The default setting is DHCP (Consult your IT
department for your networks special requirements). All the remaining settings can be
done with the CAT software.

+ After entering the correct IP address for your PC, select RETURN

PLAYER SETUP

PLAYER NAME w

PLAYER IP

RETURN

USE KEYBOARD KEY TO ENTER
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* |In CAT, select Tools => Add/Edit Account.
« Select User Account then New.

- Enter the device name and assign a password. Default password is 123.

- Use the description field for your own reference.
- Assign the device to the Home group
- Click Finish when your entries are complete

llcﬂl"suv:;lz‘zi:lg‘g!:_nw you to add and edit all group and user e I ToNSI6E o
Passyword | 123 max 4 char
Description
O User Group
Group m
@® User Asccount
[™ Disable Account
Prey, I ek I Cancel Prev I Finish I Cancel
B8] caT-Client Administration Tool(¥2.3.10.0302) =181 x|
Server Tools View
- a 3 ™ -5 &
% v B d & B A - =8| e 3! =]
Account | Play  Stop MSG MSGOff RSS  Volume Video  Options Status Property CFData Playlst
& server User | Group | Status | 1P Address | MAC Address | Login Time | Playlist | Deseription
i B Home(1) Q153001 Home Alive 192.168.0.76 00-01-9E-77-41-63  2010-04-200%:15:47  EZPlaylistnpl
B Newsome(0)
Your device should now appear on your screen with a GREEN
dot indicating it is online and connected to the CAT server.
If not, be sure your device is turned ON and check all your
connections and settings.
* LocalDrectory | Remote HITP Server | Remote F1P Server | [open][save [settings] (e2-Play [autoPiay]
I~ Fie Type: mpl Select Group/Device | = [oe Jeea] T4 ]
@G File Name Seq. | File Name | File Path Duration]... | From hbmm | Tobhmm | Transition | [ Djt
@D ASLog.bxt 31748 |
w5 E Cucu_Video_log.... txt 1391 |
F Huskylnstallerlo... txt 3932368 |
& G: |
%) Network Neighborhood |
[
|
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Creating your first playlist with CAT

1. Before continuing:
« Create your sample images using your favorite de  sign program or any JPG files
« High definition JPG images should be 1280x720 p  ixels. We recommend using MOVAVI to convertvideo f iles to the proper bit rate
in MPG2 format.
« Store your images on your local PC, an HTTP web  site or FTP server.
« Call for sample image location or if you need H TTP or FTP storage space.

Bl caT-Client Administration Tool(¥2.3.10.0302) T =& x|
Server Tools \View

;‘E‘? [ Gvﬁﬂi:ﬁe)
|

Play  Stop  MSG MSGOFf RSS Options. o ayfist
@ server User Growp [Status [P Address [ MAC Address [ LoginTime | Playist [ pescription
[+ $ Home(1) & TsN300L Home: Alive 192.168.0.76 00-01-9E-77-41-E3 2010-04-20 09:13:47 EZPlaylist.mpl
B, Newsome(0)

Browse your computer for the folder containing your sample images.

The list of available files will appear in this window

% Local Directory lRemate HTTP Server | quWSeNu| . [open][save [settings| [Ez-PlayJautopiay]
I FleTypei mpl [> ] [55]  select Groupipevis | =]

File Name T Seq. | File Name | File Path | Durationf... | From bbmm | Tohhmm | Transiion | [] oft
1000-WIN.jpg ipg 360404 ]
bar-champs.jpg  jpg 305622
__{| BAR-HAPPY-HO... jpg 290639
bbribs.ipg g S63470
g
rg
P9

&

&

) new for 11 11 BLNGO.jpg 281198
250474

i:lneoes blooddrive.jpg
423300 T

- Install > || Bruschetta.jpg
Kl | o | | Y KT ||
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Bl cAT-Client Administration Tool(¥2.3.
Server Tools View

=18lx|

10.0302)

-

: ~ e "
B e BddBOA.0 @88 .

count | Play Stop MSG MSGOF RSS Voume  Video  Options Status. Property) CFData P
@ server User | Group | Status |lFAMsss | MAC Address | Login Time | Playist | Description
) B8 Home(1) @ Tshao0L Home Alive 192.168.0,76 00-01-9-77-41-E3 2010-04-2009:13:47  EZPlaylist.mpl

B, Newsome(0)

Select the first file in your playlist. A preview of .jpg files will appear
In the preview window to the left.

Click > to add the selected file to the playlist window
or >> to add ALL files from the selected folder

| 4

X Local Directory | Remate HTTP Servell| Remote FTP Server | [open][save [ettings| [ez-rlay]fautoriey)] [Copy Al
" re e [5][55]  seloc oo | g e 7]
& Fridays 2] [ A ame Typ )= [Seq. ] Fie fame [ File Path [ Duration/... | From hbm | Tohhawm | Transtion | ] D
[ tsn images 1000-WIN. jpa jpg | 1 1000-WIN.jpg D:\Fridays\WorkingFil. .. Full Screen
= WorkingFiles bar-champs.jpg  jpg ansszz
[ 1-08-10 || BAR-HAPPY-HO... jpg 290639
@ newfor11 1y | Beribsdeg g Seui0
. BLNGO.jpg ipa 281198
E-Images blooddrive.jpg  jpg 250474
8- Instal _';I Bruschettajpy  jpg 423300 ¥
< | » < | »f | el ||
3. - Qv
B cAT-Client Administration Tool(¥2.3.10.0302) =& x|
Server Tools \View
| - o | —
& e Bdcb 0.5 808 (]
Account Play. Stop MSG MSGOFf RSS  Volume Video Options Status. Property. CFData  Playfist
@ server User | Group | Status | 1P Address | MAC Address Time Playlist | Description
& €A Home(1) [FRETH Home: alive 192.168.0.76 00-01-96-77-41-€3 2010-04-2009:13:47  EZPlaylist.mpl
B, Newsome(0)

If your files are located on a remote HTTP or FTP server, click the
appropriate tab and enter the information here (the preview will not be
shown).

\
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Server Tools View

2] CAT-Client Administration Tool(¥2.3.10.0302)

2

v B A s B8

429

—

123

. The columns in the playlist window are:

- Seq.

= slide order

—  File Name = image filename
—  File Path = File location
—  Duration = How long the image will appear in seconds (10 seconds shown)

—  From hhmm = Time of day the image will begin being displayed. No entry means 24/7. (10AM shown)
—  To hhmm = Time of day the image will stop being displayed. (2PM shown)

— Transition = Choose from 13 image transitions from the pull down menu (Default is Full Screen).

- DILOnly=

. The buttons on the right side are:

- Del =

- Up arrow = Move the selected image up in the playlist
- Down arrow = Move the selected image down in the playlist

Delete the selected file form the playlist
- Clear = Clear/Delete the entire playlist

- Copy All, see TSN-3 User manual for details

Account Play Stop MSG  MSGOff RSS Options. Property GFData Playlist
@ server User | Group | status | 1P Address | MAC Address | Login Time | Playist | Description
& 88 Home(1) & TsN3001 Home Alive 192,168.0.76 00-01-9E-77-41-€3 2010-04-2009:13:47  EZPlaylist.mpl

B, Newsome(0)

Image will be downloaded for future use. Will not be shown on TV/monitor

Local Directory | Remote HTTP Server | Remote FTP Server |

 [open][save]settings] [Ez-Play]fautoriay]

I File Type: mpl | Select Group/Device | =l
Keys =lfetename __ Trype [ size(este) =] [[Seq. | Fiename [Fiepath | Duraton... | From b | To hbm | Tran... | ] O/ Only
B tsn images 1000-WIN.jpg g 360404 1 1000-WIN.jpg D:\Fridays\Worki... 10 10:00 14:00 Ful sT=1
I bar-champs.jpg  jpg 305622
@ 1-08-10 =] BARHAPAYHO... | jpg 290639 ROLL:Top to Bottom
fnewfor 1111 | Boribs:ieg g 563470 ROLL:Bottom to Top
= BLNGO.jpg P 281198 ROLL:TOP/BOTTOM TO CENTER
B "“’995 blooddrive.pg  jpg 250474 ROLL:CENTER TO TGP/BOTTOM
B Install #| pruschettedog o0 423300 > BLIND:TOP TO BOTTOM
< | » < [ [ ROLL:LEFT TO RIGHT
— ROLL:RIGHT TO LEFT
LLILEFT/RIGHT TO CENTER
ROLL:CENTER TO LEFT/RIGH
— : — — | — = (— . e e—
2] CAT-Client Administration Tool(v2.3.10.0302) R — = =181 x|
cols View
‘ = T~ -
ﬂ%‘?.uuﬂaﬂ-a‘ @. 228
Play. Stop. MSG  MSGOff RS5  Wolume Video Options Status Property. CF
@ server User | Group | status | 1P Address | MAC Address | Login Time Playlst | Description
& €A Home(1) [FREET Home Alive 192.168.0,76 00-01-9-77-41-E3 2010-04-2009:13:47  EZPlaylist.mpl
B, Newsome(0)
* Repeat the process to add additional images to your playlist
+ Click Settings to set global settings for this playlist
| = Picture Play Timer = Default image duration
Piture Play Time: |3 Seconds * Use Global Transition = Ignore individual image
I™ Use Global Transktion  [Ful Screen =] settings
« Delete Files =
Delete Files:  [no Acti v
Aot - Format CF card
™ Mo Sound - Files not in the playlist
I™ Download Schedule EB_ [D_ - Files in the playlist
Mute Sound = Mute player sound output
Download Schedule = Do not download on
E reboot, download ONLY at the time set.
Click OK when satisfied with your settings.
X Local Directory | Remate HTTP Server | Remote FTP Server | [oren][save |[ettings] [_m
I” Fie Type: mpl I Select Group/Device |
= Fridays 2] [[Fie tame T (Seq. | File Name \ﬂ.mh \Duat_hm_[ From bhwm | To hbmm |
[#]-tsn images 1000-WIN.jpg ira 360404 1 1000-WIN.jpg \Frit = 1.0 00
I bar-champs.jpg  jpg 305622 2 BLNGO.jpg
& 1-08-10 1| BaR-HAPPY-HO... jpg 290639 3 bhribs. jpg
B-newfor 1111 bbribs.jpg irg 563470 4 bar-champs.jpg D:\Fridays\Worki
BLNGO.jpa ipg 281198
E-Images blooddrive.jpg  jpg 250474
1 Instal > || Bruschettajpg  ipg 423300 >
4 | o e 120 |« | 2]
6. Redv Q9
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2] cat-Client Administration Tool(¥2.3.10.0302) [} 1 &) x|
Server Tools View

ﬂ‘éiummvﬁ-ﬁ-@.ﬁ&lﬁ
I

Play  Stop  M5G MSGOFf RSS

Options Statiis. Property. GFData Playlist
@ server User Group | Status | 1P Address | MAC Address | Login Time | | Description
8 Home(1) @ Tsn30oL Home 52:0fL done 192,168,076 00-01-9€-77-41-E3 2010-04-2009:13:47  EZPlayist.mpl

B, Newsome(0)

* Select Group/Device: This playlist will be sent only to a specific
device or all devices within a selected group.

¢ CLICK Save and enter a filename for your new playlist

¢ Click EZ-Play to send the playlist and begin
download and play.

¥ LocaDretry | Romoe HTT Sever | Remote T serve | N Ve el i
et vl [5](5] selecgers | 7] oo+ [ 7]
& Fiideys. 2l[Fename  Trype [sestepe)-] | Duration].. | From hbwom | Yo hbmm | Tran... | [] D/t Only
() tsn images 1000-WIN.jpg irg 360404 1 - ys\worki... 10 10:00 14:00 Fulls...
=) WorkingFiles bar-champs.jpg  jpg 305622 2 TPy s\Worki. . ROLL... O
- 1-08-10 =] BARHAPAYHO... | jpg 290639 3 bbribs. jpg D:{Fridaysi\worki... ROLL... B
@ newfor 1111 | bbribs:ipg g 563470 4 bar-champs.jpg D:\FridaysiWorki... ROLL...
Br-linages BLNGO.jpg ipg 281198
= blooddrive.jpg ipg 250474
- Instal ~|| Bruschettajpg  jpg 423300 ¥
< L [ KT [ Y K3 | 2]
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CAT Software Operation

In the following exercise, we will create a playlist from the sample files downloaded from our website. We will explain all
CAT functions and how they are used. Be sure to have the sample files available before beginning. Please refer to the
figures at the end of this manual.

1. Run the CAT program on your computer, it will display the screen shown in Fig. 1. Home is the default group. The
number in parenthesis, following the group name, indicates the number of devices included in the group.

2. We will begin with a tour of functions. Specific function detail will be explained later. Click Server, to display the pull
down menu shown in Fig. 2.

Stop (Ctrl+O) : Stops all CAT operations.

Protect Mode (F-11 key) : This function protects against unauthorized use of CAT. After pressing the F-11 key, you must
enter the administrator’s password to regain control of CAT. The factory default password is “admin”. To change the
password, go to Tools > Change Password . Be certain to record the new password, we cannot recover the password
after it has been changed. To restore the default password, you must re-install the CAT application.

Backup: This function is used to backup user and group account settings.

Restore: This function is used to restore user and group account settings.

Exit: Exits the CAT program

3. Click Tool to display the pull down shown in Fig. 3.

Add/Edit Account : Create, edit or delete GROUP(s) and DEVICE(s) (User Accounts).

Server Setup Utility : Set CAT server port, password requirement, RSS ticker file location.

Change Password : Set and change CAT password (not required).

RS232 Utility : This function is for future use.

Playlist Scheduler : Define start date, stop date and days of the week multiple playlist(s) will run.

Client Setup Utility : Set the CAT server’s static IP address or Hostname, port, device name & password, device DHCP or
static IP address, device time zone, daylight savings time, restart time, on time, off time, video mode, Auto Start setting and
group assignment.

Language : Factory setting. The CAT user interface and language can be customized on request.

4. Click Tools > Add/Edit Account and the window shown in Fig. 5 will open. To create a new group, edit or delete an
existing group, select the User Group radio button and click Next. The window shown if Fig. 6 will open.

To delete an existing group, select the group and click the Delete button. WARNING: when you delete a group, the group
directory and all its files will be deleted and cannot be retrieved.

To Edit an existing group select the group and click the Edit button. The window shown in Fig. 7 will open. Make the
appropriate changes and click Finish when done.

To create a new group, click the New button. The window shown in Fig. 7 will open (all fields will be blank). Enter the new
group name in the Group Name field. Click Finish when done. A new directory will be created in the CAT directory using
the new group name.

5. Click Tools > Add/Edit Account and the window shown in Fig. 5 will open. To create a new device account, edit or
delete an existing device account, select the User Account radio button and click Next. The window shown in Fig. 8
will open.

To delete an existing account, select the account and click the Delete button.

To Edit an existing account select the account and click the Edit button. The window shown in Fig. 9 will open. Make
the appropriate changes and click Finish when done.

To create a new account, click the New button. The window shown in Fig. 9 will open (all fields will be blank). Enter
the new account name in the Account Name field (8 characters max). Enter the password in the Password

field (4 characters max). The Description field can be used as a reminder where the device is located or any other
information you may find useful. The device must be assigned to a previously created Group. Click Finish when done.
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6. Click Tools > Sever Setup Utility and the window shown in Fig. 10 will open. These settings are used by the
administrator to make changes to the CAT server.
a. Server Port : 5021 is used for the port forwarding function of the network router to access the CAT program.
NOTE: If changed, CAT must be closed and restarted for any port change to take effect. Consult your IT department if
necessary.
b. PASV: Port Start (default 5022) and Range (default 10) and can be changed to match your company’s firewall

setting. Consult your IT department if necessary.

c. Click the Update button. Your PCs IP address will appear in the Local IP Address window.

7. Client Setup Utility:

Click Tools > Client Setup Utility and the window shown in Fig. 11 will open.

a. Server IP: IP or Hostname: Type in the IP address for the local LAN CAT server or the hostname for the remote
internet server. Example: 192.168.1.100 or www.targeturl.com.
Port: defaultis 5021. If 5021 is used elsewhere on the server side, consult your IT department for the appropriate
entry.

b. Client Device Setup : Account Name and Passwords should be unique to each device.
Enter the device Account Name and enter the device Password . After the device powers up and logs into CAT
server, it will go to its matching group.
Hide Main Menu: ON = Video on-screen menu will NOT appear on power up. OFF = Video on-screen menu
WILL appear on power up.
File Repeat: Folder = Will play all files as specified in the playlist (Normal Operation). SINGLE = Will play only the
first file in the playlist.

c. ClientIP Setup : Select DHCP (obtain dynamic IP from your router) or Static IP (fixed IP). Consult your IT
department your specific needs.

d. Device Daily Settings :
Restart time : When checked, this device will reboot and download new information daily at the 24 hour time set
(HH:MM) 00:00 to 23:59.
Device On/Off : When set device will turn ON video and start to play the existing playlist at the first time entered
(HH:MM) and will turn OFF video and stop playing the existing playlist at the second time entered (HH:MM).
Device OFF Mode :
Standby : only turns off video, player is running and can accept server commands.
Sleep: will turn off video and power off until the On Time is reached. Device cannot accept any commands from
CAT or iCAT server when in Sleep mode.
Picture Rotate Mode : This feature is used for portrait images on portrait displays.
OFF: Picture has no rotation
Clockwise : Picture will be rotated clockwise 90 degree.
CNT-Clockwise : Picture will be rotated counter-clockwise 90degree.
Note: This feature is only available on NP-30 code V6.10.86.0118U or later version (RSS feed and date/time
display are not currently available when picture is rotated).

e. Client Time Setup :
Time zone, enter the appropriate zone for the device (Eastern time is GMT-5, Central time is GMT-6).
If applicable, check Daylight saving (+1 hr) for this device. This setting must be manually changed when DST
changes.
Date Format Set your preferred format from the pull down menu.

f. Client Video Output :
S-video/YPbPr(720p): Sets NP-30/NP-40 to 720p component output or NP-25 for S-video
VGA: Sets NP-30/NP-40 to VGA 720p output and NP-25 to VGA 480p output
YPbPr(480p/1080i): Sets NP-30 to 1080i component output and NP-25 for 480p component output

g. Autostart — Operation Mode : Described previously. Make your selection from CAT, CF card, HTTP URL or ICAT

8. Playlist Scheduler: Click Tools > Playlist Scheduler and the window shown in Fig. 12 will open. These settings allow
you to create a schedule of playlists that will begin play on the assigned Start date and stop on the assigned End date.
Playlist Scheduler also allows you to schedule your program by day of the week.

a. Be sure you have created an .mpl playlist file for each playlist you would like to schedule using the CAT's MPL
Commander and save it to the correct group directory (C:\ProgramFiles\CAT\YourGroup\).
b. Click the Browse button and browse for the first playlist to be added to your schedule.
1- Inthe Start date field, enter date you would like the schedule to begin.
2- Inthe End date field, enter date you would like the schedule to end.
3- Click the day(s) of the week (Sun — Sat) you would like your schedule to run.

4- Playlist start time and end time are set in the individual playlists using the MPL Commander.
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5- Be certain that your playlist dates and time schedules do not overlap. This will cause unexpected
results.

c. Click File > Save as to save your newly created schedule (filename.sch) into the appropriate group folder.
Example: CAT\YourGroup\YourSchedule.sch

d. Go Tools > Add/Edit Account > User Group  (shown in Fig. 7) and select the appropriate group and click the Edit
button. Check the Enable AutoPlay box and browse for your .sch file to enter into the Auto Playlist field. Click
Finish when complete.

e. After completing these settings, CAT will return to the corresponding playlist(s) based on your .sch file when the
device logs into CAT.

9. Toolbar ICONs: See Fig. 1
Account: Shortcut to Tools > Add/Edit Account
RSS Edit: Used to add, edit or remove RSS feed links.
These options are available only when the device is connected directly to CAT.

Group Tools: Play, Stop, MSG, RSS, MSG OFF, Volume, Video, iPoster and Options are group commands.

Commands will be sent to all devices included in the selected group.

Below are commands that are sent to all devices in the selected group (one at a time).

a. Play: Send ‘Playback’ command to the selected group of devices.

b. Stop: Send ‘Stop’ command to the selected group of devices.

c. MSG: Instant message editor will pop up. You can select any existing .txt file or manually type in text message,
and send to the group of devices. This text will replace any current RSS feed and repeat until the MGS Off icon is
clicked or the RSSicon is clicked sending RSS feeds assigned to the group.

d. RSS: Starts sending the assigned RSS news ticker message to the selected group of devices. If RSS is already

running it will refresh the ticker information if it has changed since the last update.

MGS Off: Send “Message Off” command to the selected group of devices.

Volume : It has 15 levels of volume and Mute.

Video : Video ON or OFF (turns Video On/Off command to the device screens.

iPoster: Sends a single still .jpg image immediately to the selected group of devices. The image will remain on
the screen(s) until you replace it with another iPoster or restart your playlist.

Options : Less frequently used commands are located here.

- Format : Send quick format CF card command to device. Warning : All files in CF card will be deleted.
- Reboot : Send reboot command to devices.

- Group Status : Request all devices in the selected group to report their status.

Example: Playing [01:54:30] BATMANBEGINS_1.DIVX(5/11,16) 0:0:6, Scrolling Text: IntoTheBlue.txt

SQ ™o

Device Tools: Status, Capacity, CF Data and Playlist are individual device commands. Commands will only be sent

to the selected device. No other device in the group will be affected.

Below are commands sent to a single selected devic e (hot a group of devices)

a. Status: Request the selected device to report its current status data including time, current playback filename,
music and instant message.
Example: Playing [01:54:30] BATMANBEGINS_1.DIVX(5/11,16) 0:0:6, Scrolling Text: IntoTheBlue.txt

b. Property : Request the selected device to report CF card capacity and firmware version #.
Example: Storage Total Size: 977MB, Free Space: 762MB. F/W version: v2.2.86.0619U

c. CF Data: Request the selected device to report a list of ALL filenames on the CF card. The player must be
stopped for this report. It will display filenames in the Log Window when the CF Device tab is selected (See Fig. 1).

d. Playlist : Will return a list of files in the current playlist. The list will display in the Playlist tab screen in the Log
Window (See Fig.1).
Note: Log Data: While Log Data tab is selected, move the mouse cursor to the log window area. Right click and a
menu will pop up with two choices: “Save As” or "Clear”. Save As will allow you to save the current log history to a
file for your records. This file can also be returned to technical support if necessary for analysis & diagnosis if
problems occur. Clear will erase all existing log data.
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9. RSS Feeds (New feature in CAT V4.0)
This feature is only available for devices set to CAT mode.
1- Click the RSS Edit icon at the top of the top of the CAT screen. The window (below left) will open.
a. At the bottom of the screen. Check “Enable Auto RSS” to start the assigned RSS feeds automatically when
the devices logins to CAT. No need to press “RSS” Icon to send RSS manually.
b. Set the desired Background Color, Foreground Color, Transparent percentage, Speed and Clock settings.
c.  When finished, click the Save button.

RSS5 Message x|
{Add Feed
=) Home =
L. Yahoo Sparts
L.} ESPH Top Headlines
@ CaseDemo
Add New Feed x|
Please enter URL of feed:
A_J;‘ itk |
4 »
=
- RSS Setting
Enable AutoRSS Feed Title: | Yahoo Sports
Background Color sy T|  Foreground Color [white ™| Transparent |25% X Gom e =]
Speed Normal - x| Clack Off * pctive; [
Detalednews [
[ ] [ =x | o =

2- Click the Add Feed button to add a new RSS feed. The window on (above right) will open.
a. Enter the URL for your desired RSS feed.
b. Click the Connect button to test the connection. If the connection is successful, the default title will appear
in the Feed Title field. Change the title if you wish.
c. Assign the Group you would like the RSS feed to appear. To add the same RSS feed to another group, you
must add it again and assign it to the second group.
d. Unchecking the Active box will save the RSS feed information, however, the feed data will not be sent to
the devices in the assigned group.
e. Detailed news is to get more detailed RSS link information instead of title text only.
3- Right click on an existing RSS feed to Delete, Refresh or Property to make any changes.
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MPL Commander

The following is an explanation of the features available in MPL Commander

1.

2.

BOo~No O

11.

12.

13.
14.

15.
16.
17.

Local Directory: Loads media files from the PC’s local directory. Once files are moved to right window, press
‘EZ-Play’ on the selected group. The server will transfer the files to the devices and begin playback.

Remote HTTP Server: Enter the complete URL address and filename(s) for the files stored on a remote HTTP server.
Limit of two folder levels: yoursite.com/levell/level2/flename.jpg

Remote FTP Server: This function will instruct the device to log onto an FTP server. After selecting the Remote FTP
Server tab, click the “Property” button and complete the information necessary to connect to the FTP site, and then click
“Connect”. The available files will appear in the center window. Select the files you wish to add to your playlist and
move them to the right window using the “>” button. After moving all the files necessary for your playlist, click EZ-Play.
This will instruct the device(s) to copy the files in the playlist and begin playback.

File Type: mpl : file filter check box to list playlists (extension .mpl) only. This feature is to support multiple playlists
with time range settings.

File Type: yuv : For NP-40 and NP-50 devices only. See the respective user manual for details.

>: move a single file to playlist window

>>: moves all files to playlist window

Open: Open existing playlist file for editing

Save: Save a new playlist file or overwrite existing one

. Settings : Fig 13 MUST be opened and settings confirmed BEFORE saving your playlist.

a. Picture Play Time : Sets the default time (in seconds) each JPG file is displayed
b. Use Global Transition : When checked, this will override individual transition settings in your playlist. 3 modes are
available:
1. Full screen (no transition)
2. Random (from the 12 available transitions)
3. Cross Fade (all images will use the cross fade transition).
c. Delete Files :
1. No Action : Do nothing (default value).
2. Format CF card : Will delete all files in the CF card then download new files based on playlist.mpl.
3. Files notin the playlist : Delete all fles NOT on the current playlist.
4. Filesin the playlist : This is like a multiple file deletion command. It will only delete the files in the current
playlist.
d. Mute Sound : Mute sound in the playlist, all the content playback will be silent.
e. Download schedule: Will write download time into playlist file. Device will not start download until the
download time is reached. The device will start to download content according to this time NOT the reboot or
restart time.
Select Group/Device : user MUST specify which group or device to execute EZ-Play or AutoPlay.
If NP0OO0O2 is selected CAT will send the playlist to NP0O002 only.
If Home is selected CAT will send the playlist to all players in the Home group.
Clicking the AutoPlay button enable Autoplay mode and replace the Auto playlist setting for the specified group. The
playlist will be sent to the
players within that group at their next restart time.
NP40: Check this box when creating playlists for the NP-40
Add Image : Adds images or video to the video zone (720x480)
Full Screen : Displays the selected image full screen when clicked. The icon in the Seq. column will change from
to B indicating the image or video will be displayed full screen. Otherwise, it will display as default (multiple zones)
EZ-Play: all the media files on the right playlist window will be downloaded to the specified device or group.
AutoPlay: Assigns a playlist (Autoplaylist.mpl) file for the specified group and enables Autoplay mode.

This new playlist will not be effective until your device(s) reboot.
Del: Remove the selected single file from playlist window

Clear: Remove all files from playlist window and resets the values in the Settings menu
Up/Down arrows: Moves the selected filename up or down in the playlist
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18. The active playlist window contains eight columns described below:

19.
20.

21.
22.
23.
24,

Seq. = The sequence the file will be played in the playlist

Name = The filename of the image file
Path = The local, HTTP or FTP location of the image file

Duration = How long the image file will be displayed in seconds (.jpg files only).
From hhmm = The time of day this image will begin to play

To hhmm = The time of day this image will stop playing

Transition = Select how this image will transition to the next image

There are 13 transitions available:

a.
b. File
c. File
d.
e.
f.
g.
D/L Onl

Full screen (no effect)
Roll: top to bottom

Roll: bottom to top

Roll: top/bottom to center
Roll: center to top/bottom
Blind: top to bottom

Roll: left to right

Roll: right to left

Roll: left/right to center
Roll: center to left/right
Roll: implode

Blind: left to right

Cross fade

y = If selected the file will be downloaded for future use, it will NOT play.

Del: Remove the selected single file from playlist window

Clear: Remove all files from playlist window and resets the values in the Settings menu
Up/Down arrows: Moves the selected filename up or down in the playlist

Settings: Some useful settings for playlist file

Copy All

These functions are used to preload a CF card or US B drive for use in your NP-xx devices

After creating the media file list in the right-hand window (shown below), click “Copy All”. A pop-up window will appear.

Copy All to Removable drive ]

Please select removable drive: !H: 'i

Only files in local drives can be copied, not nebwork:

Please select media folder name: l'I.MEDIP. (MP-30/ 'I
Root (MP-25

YMEDLA (HP-30/40)
\COPY (L58)

SYNC (LISE

1. Select the drive letter on your PC for the target CF card or USB drive
2. Select the appropriate copy option.

a.

b.

C.

d.

Root (NP-25) = NP-25: used to prepare a CF card on your PC prior to installation in your NP-25. All media
files and playlist.mpl are copied to the root directory of the target CF card

\MEDIA (NP-30) = NP-30: used to prepare a CF card on your PC prior to installation in your NP-30. All media
files and playlist.mpl are copied to the \MEDIA directory of the target CF card.

\COPY (USB): used to prepare a USB drive on your PC to update NP-30 media using its USB port. All media
files and playlist. mpl are copied to the target USB drive’s \COPY subfolder*

\SYNC (USB): used to prepare a USB drive on your PC to update NP-30 media using its USB port. All media
files and playlist.mpl are copied to the target USB drive’s \SYNC subfolder*

* Subfolders will be created if they do not exist
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Updating your NP-30 media using a USB drive

The USB drive you created in the above steps can be inserted in the NP-30 USB port with the power ON or OFF.

The NP-30 will sense the presence of the USB drive and copy or replace files on the CF card as follows:

1. If the USB drive contains a folder named "\COPY" all files in the \COPY folder will be copied to the "\MEDIA"
folder on its CF card.

2. If the USB drive contains a folder named "\SYNC" all files in the CF card's "\MEDIA" folder will be deleted and
then all files in \SYNC folder will be copied to the "\MEDIA" folder on its CF card.

3. If both \COPY and \SYNC folders exist on the USB drive, no files will be copied or deleted.

4. If neither \COPY or \SYNC folders exist on the USB drive, no files will be copied or deleted.

NOTE: After the COPY or SYNC process is complete, the playlist will automatically begin to run. You may then
remove the USB drive from the NP-30. If “Hide Main Menu” is NOT checked, in the Client Setup Utility window, an on-
screen window will appear showing the COPY or SYNC progress.

26. Remote HTTP Server
MPL commander supports HTTP servers. Type the complete URL path and filename(s) where your media files are
stored. Because the files are not local, a preview will not be shown in the Playlist image window.
Limit of two folder levels:
GOOD: yoursite.com/levell/level2
BAD: yoursite.com/levell/level2/level3

x

Local Directory | Remote HTTP Server | Remate FTP Server | Open | Save |[Getings]

I~ File Type: mpd Sedect Group |Home ;l |E-Ha'y]mtaPan|Del "Gaarl t [ + |
| hesignagenetwark. comjmeda Wh ][hl I Fro... ITI:Ih... I
1 Carls Bi?Lots liaPIave...
oAudio....

Foat 2 Karz TMediaPlave. ..
Im”&x i 3 Taxiimpegdhavi  KiiMediaPlaye. ..

27. Remote FTP Server
Playlist commander supports FTP server storage. The navigation is the same a local directory; however, you must enter
normal FTP login information including user ID, password, and click Connect to locate the files.

*  Local Directary | Remate HTTP Server I Remote FTP Server |

IProperty'UphadﬂayH I~ File Type: mpl - ||[E2-Play nPlayE)e! Hn:lmrl . | + |
=] Flle Name [Type | Swe(Byte) 2| [‘seq. | Fie Name [ File Path [Dur. | Frow. | Tohe. |
CurryFord.mpg mpag 20232196 1 CarlsBurger.mpg  K:\MediaPlaye..,
KandG.mpg mpg 10041348 2 KarzNoAudio....  K:\MediaPlaye. ..
Karzhofudio.mpg  mpg 9375748 _I 3 Taxi{mpegd).avi  K:\MediaPlaye...
LBE®y . mpg mpg 19696324
Marathon.mpg mpg 20393988
FTP Site Manager x|

Profiehame | 0] || Connact |

Hast Address | thesignagenstwork, com

Cancel
s I 2l [V Use PASY Mads
Login | media - -
Passwoard I pere———
Add | Save i Remove
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IPOSTER

For NP-30 ONLY: iPoster is an easy way to send a (.jpg) still image to your player to replace current image or playlist
without stop playing. This feature is used to post information immediately on screen. The image when sent to your
device(s) will be displays and will NOT change until your playlist is restored or another iPoster is sent to the device.

There are two methods to use the iPoster feature. One is from CAT and the other is in HTTP URL mode.

1. CAT Method:
There is a new “iPoster” Icon. Just click it, and a file selection window will appear. Select your image file and click
Open. The new image file will display on the iPoster Image window on the left side and also have log information to
indicate file has been sent and displaying.
- iPoster can be used alone, no need to work with playlist if you wish to display only one image on screen for
information bulletin board. Just continue to click iPoster icon, select jpg file, and open it to send another image.
- iPoster can also work with RSS or “Instant Message” to scroll text on the display screen.

&) CAT Client Administration Tool(V3.3.10.0910)

Server  Tools View For NP-30 only
S - & @ A C
&!} e B & B - & - d@ N cal
Account Play Stop MSE M55 OFF RS55 Yolume \I'|cleo iPoster Cptions Status  Property CFData  Flaylisk
_i Server Group Skatus IP Address MaC Address Login Tire
= 8 Home(6) ; Harie 53!Plaving g 00-01-3 0 2010-09-11
=] nP3s1o
(=] NPIB10A
2 5“‘ MP421C
'..5"' ] i - X
B EE:E?Z For NP-40's multiple-zones and screen size

i --{.“_‘ OSMO01 /

i 1o Sorver | Remeto FEserver |~ @E]]
Ell=Tne: el Dm (»] E Slect GroupiDevice |~ WP3810 v [Ez-Play

| LUcaI.Directory iRemote

6 | File Mame Tvpe Size(By...

3 i i pey il Flle Narne File Path
) | ! SRR -
# adbadZabI/ZS200MH || 2 Docoma-1150... mpg 2221744 PICTURE-001.jpg D:\Media.Library),
# Digital Tag | 2 Docomo-volum.., mpg 2221744 TR D:iMadia.Lib
[ MediaLibrary | 2 Docoma.mpg mpg 2735475 -].IJQ HiMe !a. | rary!,
H Mia.cat | autocanfig.mia rria 286 PICTURE-003.jpg D:iMedia. Library),
[ Mia.dmp | autoconfig.mia IE] 366 PICTIURE-004.jpg DuiMedia, Library),
& My Downloads [ anrctimn':;;pg m:;g gfgi;:: PICTURE-D0S.jpg [:\Media, Library!,
o Outlook. Archive § miaticiuar.txt i s PICTURE-D06. jpg D:iMedia. Library!,
iPoster Image Window - [ Recycler | PICTURE-001.9pg  ipg 46677
. [ Router Backup | PICTURE-002.jpa. jpg 60430
LR || PICTURE-O03.dpg  jpa 5975
m : [+ SyscanBCRER I 1 ] [
[ﬁﬁ .l“"m _,%3'?‘ - [ System Yolume Inform || PICTURE-004.jpg - jpg 67364 [
, L8, Vg AR L e | B Temporary Internet Fi | PICTURE-00S.jpg ira 40735 |
s & Totalife | PICTURE-O0G.jpg jpg 52068
Lign M s Seirogan.mpg mpg FHE2270 |
< | £

iR * D) Log Data [ GF Device |3 Playiist |

Ao e A 1717 35 [NP3810] Done, Displaying iPoster Image
[17:24:32  [NP3810] 650 Send iPoster image ariante.jpg to client
[17:24:38  [NP3810] Done, Displaying iPoster Image
[17:26:09  [NP3810] 650 Send iPoster image arelene.jpq to client
[17:26:12  [NP3810] Done, Displaying iPoster Image
[17:27:3% [NP3810] 650 Send iPoster image west.jpg to client
[17:27:38  [NP3810] Done, Displaying iPoster Image
[17:28:43  [NP3810] 650 Send iPoster image west.jpg to client
17:28:46 __[NP3810] Done, Displaying iPoster Image

[17:28:56 NPBBI 0] 650 Send iPoster image west.jpg to client
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L CAT Cliprt & dirristrabing Tealf,3;10, 08134

RIET S Fla b

o e o o i A

i e 5 a2k ;
= M 1. Click iposter icon
i 2. Select image file
i = 3. Open and send
I _‘.:3.
= B i =
B s g
(G
Lethlzz
£
[ P TT PR
; E‘I Fraactar Wty i ?m
-ﬁm | =:<|:|;|- |"rh7ﬂ M:-'l:-:w B o _.

WIN MORE BUSINESS! St £ Exterfur Wasﬁ
511.99

* Hosted by .car care
expert Jetl Copling a
; 2

Schedule Today!
4158959952
mattandjeffs.com

Current Image Download file in the New Image
background

2. HTTP URL Method:

Another way to send iPoster image from FTP server is to use new operation mode — “HTTP iPoster”

This mode is similar to HTTP URL mode. User can put the image file (.jpg) on a fixed URL path. NP-30 will download this
image file and display it. The NP-30 will check with this fixed URL once per xx seconds(xx: programmable from 5-99). If the

new file's time stamp is found (newer than the existing file), the player will download the new image in the background and
replace the current image.

Need to use autoconfig.mia file to store HTTP url address.

User can use CAT'’s client Setup Utility to create and save as autoconfig.mia file.

Or use Notepad editor to add the following lines in the [Preferences] Group of autoconfig.mia file.
autoplay=xx Xx =5t099

playlist=http://<url address>/ iposter filename.jpg

For example:
[Preference]
autoplay=5
playlist=http://thesignagenetwork.com/demo/iposter.jpg
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3. NOTE:
* You can also upload a text file to same location, use same filename.rss. Player will also download this .rss file as
scrolling test. For example “iposter.rss” to match above filename “iposter.jpg”

* For better image quality and performance result, iPoster image resolution can be 1280x720 (16:9 ratio) or less and keep
file size <100MB for faster file transfer and display time to display screen.

* JPG image content can be created from Microsoft Powerpoint, PhotoShop, PhotoStudio or your favorite image creation
software and save the image as a .jpg file.
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NP-40 Features

To enable NP-40, just check the box “NP40”, “Add Image” and “FullScrn” will be grayed out.
2] CAT-Client Administration Tool(¥3.3.10.1119)

[Open] [Save][ﬁettings] I NF‘4EI”F'.|:I|:I Image...] [FullScrn]

Select Group/Device |Home

v 2y

[ﬂ.utDF‘Ia';.f] [Cu:upy all. ]

[Del][CIear“ t | + |

Seq, File Mame File: Path Duration)'Times | From bhmm | To Bhmm Transition DL
Bl PICTURE-001.jpg CriMedia, Library, Full Screen
Bl : FICTURE-D0Z.9pg CriMedia, Library, Full Screen
El: PICTURE-O003.jpg Cv\Media. Library!, Full Screen
El+ PICTURE-O04.jpg Cu\Media, Library!, Full Screen
Els PICTURE-O0S.ipg CuiMedia, Library), Full Screen
BEls PICTURE-O0G.jpg CriMedia, Library), Full Screen

FullScrn (Full Screen): NP-40 defaults to the normal multiple zone layout. However, if you wish to display specific video or
still .jpg images to fill the entire screen, simply select any filename in the video zone (NOT YUV files) and click the
“FullScrn” button. The Icon will then become solid green to indicate the selected file will be displayed as a full screen image.
If the red dot Icon is shown, the file will be displayed in the normal video zone.

[Open] [Save][Settings] [«] MP40 [.ﬁ.u:l-:l Image...] [FullScrri

Select Group/Device |Home

v |EzPy

Seq. File Mame File Path

O 1 PICTURE-OOL.ipg CyMedia. Library,
3 > PICTURE-O0Z.jpg CMedia. Library,
Bl : PICTURE-003.jpg CyMedia. Library,
B4+ PICTURE-004.jpg CiyMedia. Library,

For example, PICTURE -001.jpg and PICTURE -002 will display as full screen image, then back to multiple zone layout for
PICTURE -003.jpg and PICTURE-004.jpg.

CAT Users Manual

22

2/12/2011



Top banner: Browse to find your pre-designed jpg file with created at 1280x100 resolution which will display as your top
banner image.

Templatel or Template2: define the video zone and image zone layout and can only be set once per playlist.

Add: Add jpg files for image zone. Resolution should be 560x560. If not 560x560, your images will be scaled to fit.

Image Editor,

Picture ZonelS60*560)

Add: browse images

Top Banner(1230%100)  |pyMI4, DMPYNP40Ltap_banner. jpg | add... | files with gboxs56o  CDelete H Clear J l Up “ Dawn l
Top banner: browse your pre-designed jpg file with 1z8oxioo File: Mame
resolution first, and click OK when image files on Picture DiiMedia. Library\PICTURE-001 . jpg
zone are selected. [iiyMedia, Library A PICTURE-O0Z . jpg
[i\Media. Library i PICTURE-O03. jpg
Prwigw C:greekkebab_menullw3.jpog

D yhutrisystem, jpg
=
(# Templatel {3 Templatez DriShareBuilder . jpg

[ Ok ] I Cancel ]

After the top banner and image files have been selected, click “OK?”, this tool will convert the files automatically to YUV and
displayed in the playlist window.

[open|[save |[settings| [¥IMP40 [Add Image. .. | [FullScrr]

Select Group/Device | Home »

Seq. File Mame File Path B
1 top_banner_kz1.wuw E:\Program FilesiCATY. ..
2 PICTURE-DOZ.wuw E:\Proagrar FilesiCATY, ..
3 PICTURE-001 wuy E:'\Program Files\CATY,...
4 PICTURE-00Z wuy E:'\Program FileshiZaTh,...
Els  shareBuilder.yuy E:\Program FilesiCATY, ..
BEls  greskkebab_menuol...  E:Program FilesiCaTl...
B 7 mutrisystem.yuy E:\Program FilesiCATY, ..
B3 PICTURE-O04.ipg D iredia. Library!,

B2  PICTURE-DOS.jpg D:iMedia.Library!,

10 PICTURE-0O&.jpg D:iMedia.Libraryt,

Your new playlist for multiple zone is ready, click “EZ-Play” to send content to your NP-40 devices.
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